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In this tutorial we will show you how to:

• Search by citation

• Search by case title

• Search in specific databases

• Search with the Case Law Search tool



SEARCHING BY CITATION



SCENARIO
I have the following citation: 9 App Cas 
371. How can I find a copy of this case?



Click on Find by Case Citation

COMMENTARY: Find by Case Citation is an easy way to search for a specific case in BAILII.



Enter the Citation

COMMENTARY: After entering the citation and clicking on Search, you will be directed to a full-text 
version of the case if one is available in BAILII.



Download a Printable PDF

COMMENTARY: If needed, you can also download a PDF of the case. If you prefer an ICLR report 
instead, you can use our public access computers and download a copy. Alternatively, you can also 
call or email us or submit an order using our document delivery service.

https://www.courthouselibrary.ca/how-we-can-help/our-library-services/copy-print-request/request-documents-delivery


SEARCHING BY CASE TITLE



SCENARIO
How do I find Letterstedt v. Broers?



Click on Find by Case Title

COMMENTARY: Find by Case Title will allow you to search for a case using a style of cause. This is a 
helpful tool to use if you do not have a citation.



Enter the Party Names

COMMENTARY: After entering the party names, you can also click on BAILII: All Case Law and choose 
a jurisdiction. If you are not sure which jurisdiction to select, disregard this option.



Find the Case

COMMENTARY: As shown in the example above, we were able to use Find by Case Title to find 
Letterstedt v. Broers. 



Download a Printable PDF

COMMENTARY: In summary, using either Find by Case Citation or Find by Case Title is an efficient way 
of locating a specific case in BAILII. In our next scenario, we will show you how to search for a specific 
case when you are missing information about it.



SEARCHING SPECIFIC DATABASES



SCENARIO
I am looking for a Privy Council decision 
from 1884. I think one of the party names 
was Letterstedt, but I do not have a 
citation. Is there a way I can still find it?



Click on Databases

COMMENTARY: BAILII has a list of databases that are arranged by jurisdiction. To access those 
databases, click on the Databases link on the homepage. 



Use Ctrl + F to Search for a Court or Tribunal

COMMENTARY: The fastest way to find a specific court or tribunal is to use Ctrl + F. In our example we 
used Ctrl + F to find the Privy Council, which is highlighted in orange. 



Browse by Year

COMMENTARY: Clicking on 1884 will allow us to see a list of Privy Council decisions from that year. 



Use Ctrl + F to Search for One of the Party Names

COMMENTARY: We were able to locate the decision quickly by using Ctrl + F to look for Letterstedt.



Download a Printable PDF

COMMENTARY: In summary, if you are missing both a style of cause and a citation, one way of finding 
the case is to browse BAILII’s databases. In our final scenario, we will show you a second method of 
finding a specific case when you are missing information about it.



SEARCHING WITH THE 
CASE LAW SEARCH TOOL



SCENARIO
I am trying to find a Privy Council decision about removal 
of trustees that I found previously. Unfortunately, I forgot 
to download a copy. I think the year of the decision was 
1884 or 1885. I can’t remember the party names and I 
don’t have a citation, but I know it was about removal of 
trustees. Is there a way I can find it?



Click on Case Law Search

COMMENTARY: If you are missing a style of cause and case citation, you still may be able to find it 
with Case Law Search. This tool provides more search fields to choose from, thereby allowing you to 
enter the information (eg. keywords, court level, decision date, et. cetera) that you do remember.



Enter Case Information into the Search Fields

COMMENTARY: In the example above, we will try searching by keywords: remove and trustee. 
Furthermore, we will try searching for decisions between 1884 to 1885. Finally, we will check off Privy 
Council so that our list of search results will be limited to Privy Council decisions only. 



Find the Case

COMMENTARY: As illustrated above, BAILII found four search results. You can browse the list of search 
results until you find the correct version of the case that you are looking for.



Download a Printable PDF

COMMENTARY: In short, if you are struggling to remember information about a case that you found 
previously, try using Case Law Search. It is a very handy tool!



Contact Us

Email: librarian@courthouselibrary.ca

Phone: 604-660-2841 or 1.800.665.2570 (toll free) between 9am - 4:30pm (M-F)

mailto:librarian@courthouselibrary.ca

