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THE STORY....

Breanna and Jason met through friends in 2009 in Williams Lake when she was 24
and he was 30. 

Within a few months, they moved in together and before long she was pregnant. 
In August 2010 she gave birth to their baby Ellie, and in January 2013, their son Leo.

For the first few years all went well, but then Jason lost his job, and the stress took
its toll on their relationship. 

Breanna decides ending the relationship is best for her and her kids, and wants to
separate, but she doesn’t know where to start.

Her friend Mary suggests she goes to the local library to see if they can help – she'd
seen some legal posters and booklets on display there. 



DIVORCE & SEPARATION

Legal Aid publications in print

can be found at many public

libraries around the province, and

are often placed on display to

increase awareness! 

They are also available at Legal

Aid offices in 31 locations.






Image: Winning display from the 2019 Okanagan Regional

Library Legal Display contest.



DIVORCE & SEPARATION

Living Together or Living Apart

Current to 2021

Applies to common law and married couples

More comprehensive coverage of a range of

issues: kids? Permanent resident or not?

Practical information regarding processes

and laws

Level 2 readability; available only in English

Mix of text & illustration



DIVORCE & SEPARATION



DIVORCE & SEPARATION

Making agreements: when why and how

How to separate & options for avoiding 
 court 

How to enforce agreements 

Parenting and child protection 

Going to provincial court: what is expected
from you, what can you expect, what kind
of help is available & what types of orders
you may need to apply for

Homes on reserve for Indigenous and non-
Indigenous spouses 

 

.





WHAT ELSE...



THE STORY....

Breanna tells you that she would like to move the family to Prince George after they

separate. She has family there to help support her and she's got a promising job

offer with better pay.

However, she's worried that Jason won't want them to go and might be able to stop

them.



DIVORCE & SEPARATION

Now You're Talking

Current to 2021

Primarily illustrated; Level 1 readability

Issues contextualized in stories

Practical coverage of some key things to

consider when separating, e.g: working with

mediators, moving away, child and spousal

support, safety, protection orders & child

protection



DIVORCE & SEPARATION



DIVORCE & SEPARATION

Coping with Separation

During Covid-19

Current to 2020

Level 1 readability; text mixed with some

illustration

Focused on the emotional impact of

separation on families

Includes short- & long-term coping strategies,

practical tips for communicating with kids and

negotiating with spouses, & reducing conflict



DIVORCE & SEPARATION

LawMatters • 2022

Separation Agreements:

Your rights and Options

Current to 2021

Level 2 readability; primarily text

Available in multiple languages

Not actually about making a

separation agreement; more about

how to change an existing

agreement if someone thinks it is

unfair



DIVORCE & SEPARATION

How to Become A Child's

Guardian

Current to 2021

Level 2 readability; primarily text

English & French

Useful as a guide to help people

use the website to find relevant

information and complete the

required forms



DIVORCE & SEPARATION

LawMatters • 2022

Who Can Stay in the Family

Home on Reserve
Current to 2019

Level 1 readability 

Illustrated brochure

Provides clear and concise

explanation of basic principles of

matrimonial property on reserve



ABUSE & FAMILY VIOLENCE

LawMatters • 2022



THE STORY... 

Jason is having a hard time financially and emotionally. Ellie's birthday is
coming up and he wants to get her a gift but can't afford much.

He sees something he knows she'll like and thinks it's worth the risk. He tries to
steal it. 

He's caught and the police are called. He's then given a notice to appear in
court in a few weeks time.

He wants to prepare, but doesn't know what to expect. He hears about Legal
Aid, so calls the intake line.

They direct him to a local Legal Aid office. 



CRIMINAL 

If You're Charged with a Crime

Current to Jan 2022

Level 1 readability

English & French 

Brochure format

Outlines what happens when someone is

charged with a criminal offence. 



CRIMINAL 

Representing Yourself in a Criminal

Trial
Current to Dec 2017 

Level 2 readability

English & French

36 page booklet aimed at those accused of

summary offences who want to plead not

guilty

Outlines the entire court process, from before

trial to at trial. 



CRIMINAL 

Defending Yourself: Theft Under $5,000

Current to Oct 2019

Level 2 readability

English & French 

Part of Defending Yourself series for those

representing themselves in court. 

Outlines court process for this specific charge,

from before trial to at trial. 



CRIMINAL 



CRIMINAL 



GLADUE & INDIGENOUS RESOURCES



THE STORY... 

Nearly a year has passed since they separated. The kids live exclusively with
Breanna and see their dad intermittently. She meets a new guy, things start off
really well, and she invites him to move in with her and the kids. 

Things start changing. His behaviour becomes more and more volatile and
frightening. One day when the kids are over at their auntie’s, Breanna and he
have a bad fight, he becomes violent, and then leaves the apartment. The
neighbours overhear and call the police out of concern for her safety, and the
police arrive just as the kids return home with their aunt. 

She tells the police that the kids are safe and he poses no threat to them, but
the police tell her they have contacted MCFD. Shortly after, a social worker
visits the home.



THE STORY... 

Breanna is terrified that she could lose her kids. After the police leave, she and
her sister sit down and try to figure out what to do. Her sister tells her about the
Parents Legal Centre in Williams Lake. 

After she contacts the Parents Legal Centre, she is connected with a lawyer
and an advocate. 



CHILD PROTECTION

Parents Legal Centre

brochure

What support you can get

How you qualify

Available at specific locations

Aboriginal child protection wallet card

Lets parents know that they can get legal advice as

soon as a social worker contacts them 

How to contact Legal Aid



CHILD PROTECTION

If You Can't Get Legal Aid for

Your Child Protection Case

Step-by-step guide on how to make a JG

application (where government pays for a

lawyer) if you are denied legal aid and facing

a court hearing

Includes glossary and forms



CHILD PROTECTION

Parents' Rights, Kids' Rights

Level 2 readability

Indigenous and non-Indigenous

Comprehensive child protection

information with practical tips

throughout the process

2022 edition coming in April 

      (2019 edition still legally accurate)



CHILD PROTECTION

Keeping Aboriginal

Kids Safe
Level 1 readability

Indigenous audience

Mix of illustrations and text

What parents and members of

their community can do



CHILD PROTECTION

Emily's Choice

Level 1 readability

Graphic novel & video

Could be used with Indigenous

and non-Indigenous parents

Overview of the process in a

story format



CHILD PROTECTION

Aboriginal Child Protection Process / 

Child Protection Process flow charts

For intermediaries

Could be useful on a bulletin

board in a public space: library,

community space, etc.



WWW.CROWNPUB.BC.CA



ORDERING FROM CROWN PUBLICATIONS



THANK YOU! 

LawMatters • 2022

Rachel Carlson | LawMatters Outreach Librarian | rcarlson@courthouselibrary.ca

Patricia Lim | Publications Development Coordinator LABC | patricia.lim@legalaid.bc.ca

Megan Smiley | LawMatters Program Coordinator | msmiley@courthouselibrary.ca


